AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for treating urinary incontinence comprising: 

applying vacuum pressure to an instrument proximate to a urethral wall of a patient to draw 

a portion of the urethral wall into a cavity in the instrument; 

forming a hole in the portion of the urethral wall disposed in the cavity; and 

implanting a bulking prosthesis through the hole proximate to [[a]] an external urethral 

sphincter[[,]] 

wh e r e in th e bul l < i ng prosth e s i s has a part i a l cy li nd e r shap e w i th a substant i al l y C shap e d 
cross s e ction and an i nn e r surfac e rad i us that i s s i z e d to conform to clos e a ur e thra of th e pati e nt 
when tho pat ie nt oxorcis e s voluntary contro l ovor on oxtornal ur e thra l sph i ncter of tho patient . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the buying prosthesis is in a miniature state at the time 
of implantation and assumes an enlarged state after implantation. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein forming the hole comprises forming the hole with a 
needle having a lumen, and wherein implanting the bulking prosthesis comprises pushing the 
bulking prosthesis through the lumen in the needle. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a hydrogel. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a material that 
absorbs fluid to assume the enlarged state. 

6. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a tubular instrument having a distal end and sized for introduction into a urethra of a 
patient, the distal end including a cavity; 

a vacuum port to draw a portion of a urethral wall of the patient into the cavity; 

a needle to make a hole through the urethral wall in the portion of the urethral wall disposed 
in the cavity; 

a bu l k i ng prosth e s i s hav i ng a part i al cy li nd e r shap e w i th a s ubstant i a l ly C - shap e d cross - 
s e ct i on and an i nn e r surfac e rad i us; and 

a pushing agent to push [[the]] a bulking prosthesis through the tubular instrument and 
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through the hole in the urethral wall, 

wherein th e inn e r surfac e radiu s I s siz e d to confonn to c l os e th e ur e thra wh e n th e pati e nt 
ex e rcisos vo l untary contro l ovor an ext e rnal urothra l sphinct e r of th e pat ie nt the distal end of the 
tubular instrument includes an inflatable balloon to assist with oositionina of the distal end in the 
body of the patient . 

7. (Original) The system of claim 6, further comprising: 

a source of vacuum pressure; and 

a conduit to deliver the vacuum pressure from the source to the urethral wall. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the tubular instmment comprises the needle. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 6, wherein the tubular instrument comprises a cystoscope. 

10-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein the bulking prosthesis has a partial cylinder shape with a 
substantially C-shaped cross-section and an inner surface radius. 

34. (New) The system of claim 33, wherein the inner surface radius is sized to conform to close the 
urethra when the patient exercises voluntary control over an external urethral sphincter of the 
patient. 

35. (New) The system of claim 34, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a first bulking 
prosthesis and a second bulking prosthesis, each of the first and second bulking prosthesis 
comprising the partial cylinder shape with the substantially C-shaped cross section, the first and 
second bulking prosthesis being implantable proximate to the extemal urethral sphincter on opposite 

sides of the urethra of the patient. 

36. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the partial cylinder shape is substantially a half cylinder 
shape. 
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